





























































































































































































































































































































































































































Ralph H. Swope
- Chief 1946 - 1947

When the Department was started Ralph H. Swope was appointed Chief
by the McCutchanville Benetfit Club Directors. He immediately set out to
purchase a fire truck which was a 1947 Dodge Chassis with a Luverne Fire
Apparatus body and a 250 GPM pump. .It was housed in a wooden building
next to his store.  He put an electric siren on top of this structure to summon
other volunteers. Before the first truck arrived he answered the calls with his
car loaded with water pump extinguishers and carbon tetrachloride glass
globes. The area covered was quite large as there were no other volunteer
departments surrounding Evansville.

Ralph L. “Bub” Swope
Chief 1948 - 1957

Ralph L. Swope was the son of Ralph H. Swope and followed in his
fathers footsteps and became Chief after the death of his father. During his
term a second truck was added. Along with this addition became the necessity
to house the truck. So in 1954 the wooden structure came down and they built
in its place a 2 bay steel building. The truck was a 1955 Ford Chassis with the
body designed and drawn by Paul Gene Swope who was “Bub’s” brother. The
steel was furnished and bent by Mesker Steel of Evansville and constructed by
Fred Dages in his shop in Daylight, Indiana. The pumps capacity was 250
GPM and it carried 1,000 gallons of water. With the addition of this truck,
because of the water it held, greatly enhanced the effectiveness of the
department. .



Jim France
Chief 1958 - 1970 & 1986

Jim was Ralph H. Swopes Nephew and “Bub’s” cousin. He had served
as Asst. Chief during “Bub’s” term. After the first fire truck was involved in
an accident and not able to be repaired, Jim purchased a 1961 Chevy with a
central fire truck body. It had 2 pumps on it - one midship 500 GPM and one
100 GPM power take off pump giving it the.capability of “pump and roll”. It
carried 750 gallons of water in its tank and with twin boosten reels mounted
on top it was considered the ideal pumper. This truck is still affectionately
known as Jim’s truck. With the purchase of this truck the fire house had to
have a 5ft extension put on the back. During Jim’s first term he introduced the
department to two-way radlos Better commum'cations made for a better
department.

~ Jim also purchased a 4 wheel 1947 Willy’s Jeep to be used as a grass
rig.* This was a second hand truck and many hours were put into it to make it
usable. With the beginning of several departments surrounding Evansville,
McCutchanville’s area was reduced, but we still had plenty to do.

Jim also served for one year in 1986 bringing our department back to its
roots as we had strayed from our original being. We that had been on the
department for some time looked to him for stability and he gave it to us
during this dark time.

The 5 Bay firehouse as we know it today broke ground during Jlm s
1986 Term.

e,



Tom Baumgart
Chief 1971 - 1974

I was elected Asst. Chief in 1969 under Jim. In 1971 I was elected
Chief by the members of the department. During my term we refurbished the
1955 Ford tanker and purchased a new 4 wheel drive GMC pickup to be used
as a grass rig. This vehicle is still in use today. Money was very tight during
these years , to help pay for this truck an annual fish fry was started and it
continued for the next 14 consecutive years:: Its success was contingent on 2
things: hard work by all and advance ticket sales.

Probably my biggest accomplishment was the joining of the Suburban
Fireman’s Association. By joining this organization we were dispatched by
the Sheriff’s Department over the two-way radio system and individually tone
alerted by one-way radio receivers. With this system more firemen were able
to receive the call at the same time. - ' '



Jack Kerney
Chief 1975 -1976 & 1987 - 1988 & 1990 - 1993

During my term as Chief we ordered and or purchased several major
pieces of firefighting equipment such as a 1976 Pierce 1,000 GPM pumper
with a 750 gallon tank. We did not take delivery of this vehicle until 1977.
Also a 1989 Front-line Heavy Rescue was ordered in 1988 and delivery in
1989. A used 1988 Medium Rescue was-bought in 1993 to be used as a
Rescue for our second station. In 1991 we completely refurbished the 1972
Brush truck. - It was out fitted at this time with a self contained slide in unit
used for small fires. - :

Also in my last term of office the fire service was seemg a big change in
hose. At this time we went to a large diameter 5 inch” Supply line. The flow
rate with the “5 inch” is several times greater than the old standard “2 1/2
inch” from the hydrant to the truck. We were also able to add more attack
lines and to out fit several trucks with deluge nozzles.

The two most proud projects that I accomplished during my term were
the construction of the- fire house in McCutchanville (Co. #5) and the
construction of (Co. #10) on St. Joe Ave. [ was instrumental in getting
Browning Ferris Industries to donate 2 1/2 acres of land on which to build (Co.
#10). We built these structures so that they would fill our needs for may years
to come.

For the past several years I have become actively mnterested in the
Indiana Volunteer Fireman’s Association. This association works for the good
of the fireman at the state and national levels of government and has a
continuing education program for the fire service. Presently I serve in two
capacities: one as Secretary of District 15 (our district) and as Public
Relations Director of the [VFA.

Dave Georgesen
Chief 1977 - 1980

No information returned.



Don Moffett
Chief 1981 - 1984 & 1989

After serving all or part of Knight Township from McCutchanville
Co.#5 for may years, interest was shown from some residents of Knight to start
their own Fire Department. I took the challenge and organized and purchased
for them one new pumper, a used Maxim Ladder truck, a used Forest Service
Tanker and a used Forest Service Jeep. May hours by not only myself, but
some others were spent training the people of nght Township so they could
perform on their own.

. A big change in the Fire Service took place during my first term. In the
Evansville and surrounding area an Emergency Medical Council was formed.
Its objective was to infiltrate the area with EMT’s (Emergency Medical
Technicians) through the fire departments.. The EMT’s were trained to help
people in the field as a first person care giver to the sick or injured. During
this time we were dispatched to the most severe cases in our area. I am proud
to say that I was part of the program as a EMT from almost its inception and
remain so today.

Glen Schlensker
Chief 1994 - Present

For the first 20 some years of being on the department I did not involve
myself very much in the administration of the Fire Department. But in 1986
after some of our darkest days I saw a need for unity to be put back in the
department by acclimation I was appointed the General Foreman for the .
construction of the fire house at McCutchanville as we know it today. I
enjoyed working with everyone on this project and as soon as it was finished
we refurbished the school gym. This has provided many, many hours of
recreation not only for us but for our residents also.

During my term as Chief I have purchased our newest pumper which is
a 1995 Freight Liner with a Chevy Cab with a Darley Fire package. It has a
1500 GPM pump and a 750 gallon tank. In addition to the truck I have opened
Co. #10 on St. Joe so that calls can be made from that station. This has been a
very big undertaking with several problems that had to be worked out. As
personnel from that area become more experienced the operation will run more
smoothly.

My most proud accomplishment was the purchased and the use of the
800 MHZ. Radio System. With this system we are in immediate contact with
all Emergency Agencies in Vanderburgh County. As [ said in the beginning. -
unity is the key word.



ASSISTANT CHIEF’S PAST & PRESENT

Ralph L. “Bub” Swope
Jim France |
Walt Foster
Bob Hansen

Tom Baumgart
- Lawrence France
Jack Kémey
Dave Georgesen
Don Moffett
John Rademacher
Tom Rademacher
Randy Goodsen
Bob Heilman
Andy Pearce
Glen Schlensker

Gary Schmitt

Pat Kerr



McCUTCHANVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT
LADIES AUXILIARY

FOUNDED - 1976

OBJECTIVES:
1. Raise money for needed supplies for the
McCutchanville Fire Department
2. Respond to working fires with water, ice, food, and
or items need as requested by the Fire Chief.
3. Assist the Fire Chief in any endeavors that the Fire
Department may need assistance in.

PAST PRESIDENTS
1976 - Pam Moffett -
78 - Bonnie Schmitt -

1977 &

1979 & 80 - Mary Exline (Baumgart)
1981 & 82 - Kristene Rademacher
1983 & 84 - Pam Moffett

1985 " - Barbara Keraey

1986 - Susan Biehler

1987 & 88 - Sheri Dile

1989 & 90 - Lee Ann Goodson
1991 & 92 - Jane Heilman

1993 & 94 - Connie Heilman

1995 & 96 - Barbara Kerney

ITEMS PURCHASED BY THE AUXILIARY FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Hand Tools - Coolers - Towels - Wash Cloths - Answer
Machine - Telephone - Tool Boxes - Fax Machine - VCR
Television - Binoculars - Camera - Blankets






“I REMEMBER WHEN"

This information was given by past early members of the
department, long time active members, and others. Paul Gene Swope
remembers runs being made before in his Dad’s (Ralph H. Swope - the
first chief) car. In the trunk he carried the 5 gallon hand pump water
extinguishers, also the glass globes filled with carbon tetrachloride that
they threw into the fires. He also remembers the “new” ‘55 Tanker
which he designed and help build. It was a solid built tanker, Paul!
Also, rank consisted of a chief and one assistant chief. All else were
members. : '

Walt Foster remembers the hand pumps for the many, many grass
fires - sometimes as many as five at a time going on at the same time, the
old and new telephone.systems used to alert the firemen, “Bub” and
Walt being the daylight hours crew, and no breathing air masks on the
equipment list. He also remembers McCutchanville being the only
organized department outside the city limits, which at that time generally
followed Pigeon Creek. They also made runs into the Knight , Stevenson
Station, Elberfeld, St. John’s, Scott, German and Armstrong areas on a
regular basis.

Lawrence France remembers the first firehouse was not very
tight and in the winter a portable oil heater had to be set as close to the
fire truck as possible to keep it from freezing. Everyone on the
department took turns keeping the oil in the tank. He remembers a dump
truck being backed into the old station and the bed raised and truck and
all driving off to a field behind where it stood and set fire. He
remembers all of the fire houses and additions being built. Some of his
fondest memories are of all of the young people coming on the
department and béing one of the first to show them the truck and
equipment. (All of us remember the teasing that went along with this
too). He remembers the dozens and dozens of donuts that he brought to
the firehouse that has helped all of us grow. This writer remembers them
being brought to the firehouse since the mid 60°s.

Ross McCutchan remembers when, during the 60’s. he had the

_service station where Enlow’s is now and making day runs by himself,

hoping others would show up. One time Mead Johnsons Butler Sheets
was getting gas after he had been to the grocery and had their big boxer
dog with him, Ross asked him to go along and help on a fire run. When
the returned, the dog had eaten a whole ham. He also remembers
fighting a store fire in Darmstadt when the temperature was below 0 and
ice forming over him.



Don Moffett remembers the open houses at the fire department,
along with extrication and extinguisher demos. He also remembers all
the hard, but satisfying work that went into the fish fry. (We remember
the bargain potatoes, Don). Also the pig roasts held at the Club ground
along with the camp outs. He also remembers being instrumental in
getting the medical services of our department off to a start.

- Tom Baumgart remembers when we had meetings once a month
on the last Thursday of the month, the beginning of the tone alert radios
and the remembered interest it created. I remember getting called to get
a cat out of a tree and a dog out of a lake-it had fallen through the ice.. I
. remember when the firehouse did not have to be locked and there was no

grass to cut there, either.

Glen Schiensker remernbers when the 61 Chevy was the “New”

Truck and that it was affectionately referred to as Jim’s truck. Also
~when fire fighting gear was what you came dressed in from home. He
recalls when all back packs leaked no matter how hard you worked on
them. - :
Ken Baumgart remembers when we had real fire trucks that had
Booster Reels on them. He is waiting for the day when they become
popular again! Also rubbing “Uncle Lawrence’s” bald head for good
luck. (Is that what happened to his hair?)

Dave Pugh remembers Dreweys Beer being 25 cents in the coke
machine downstairs. (He did not drink any Dad). Also when he came
across a small hot spot on a roof and put water on it with his only means
available at the time. When he and his brother Mike got their Dad, Tom
interested in joining the department because he was the only one old
enough to drive. Mike and I challenging Jim and Lawrence to a
waterball fight and losing. (And some of us remember the water fights
those young kids had in the firehouse - will they ever amount to
anything?)

Pat Kerr remembers going head to head with Don Moffett
playing waterball for 7 minutes with the ball moving less than 6 feet from
center. He also remembers one cold winter night when we worked a
semi-truck wreck at Hillsdale and Hwy. 41 dumping all the rescue tools
in deep cold water. He vividly remembers adding the last addition to the
steel firehouse building, thinking that this was the ultimate.

John Rademacher remembers getting the new black nomex coats
instead of the “Duck™ or rubber ones, operating the department with very
little money, three or four people pooling their money and buying a new
set of red lights for Jim’s truck (Chevy), frying a 1/2 ton of fish at the
fish fry, playing tonk (card game) on Sunday mornings at the firehouse in



late 60’s and early 70°s and last but not least, selling many, many dollars
of advance fish fry tickets. '

Bob Heilman remembers standing by the road in front of his
house waiting for a ride to the fire or firehouse before he had a license to
drive, training in the cramped area of the old firehouse, campaigning for
his buddy on election night much to his buddy’s dismay and stringing
hose on the racks of the old firehouse to dry.

Carol Bittrolff remembers that there were very few women in the
fire service when she joined the Fire Department, the growing pains of
the medical service that we provide and the many repeat customers of the
fish fry.

Eric Virgin remembers when having a uniform meant wearing a
ball cap with the Fire Department’s name on it and all the good food
served by many at the social functions of the Fire Department.

Paul Moffett remembers the siren going off on top of the
firehouse and the neighbors dropping everything and going and riding
any where and everywhere on the truck, the field fires being fought with
rubber paddles, brooms and mops, which was a lot of hand work, He
also remembers the first winter after the new truck arrived that a pot
bellied stove was the main source of heat and that Mr. Swope ran an oil
line to the stove so that used motor oil could drip into the stove and keep.
it burning all night. Also Swopes Store was the firemen’s hang out and
many an hour was spent eating ice cream and swapping tall tales.






1946 - 1996

MCCUTCHANVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

50 YEARS OF SERVICE

PAST CHIFEFS
Ralph H. Swope Tom Baumgart Dave Georgesen
1946-1947 - 1971-1974 1977-1980
Died 04/27/48
Ralph L. Swope Jack Kerney Don Moffett
1948-1957 1975-7976 1581-1984
Died 03/31/88 1987-1988 1989
1990-1993
PRESENT CHIEF
Jim France Glen Schlensker John Rademacher
1958-1970 1994- 1985
1986
Died 01/19/96
DUTY ROSTER 1996
50 YEARS 30+ YEARS 20+ YEARS 10+ YEARS LESS THAN 10
Jim France Tom Baumgart Ken Banmgart John Biehler Skip Benton
Lawrence France Jack Kerney Bob Heilman Susan Bichler Derek Berning
Don Moffett Pat Kerr Carol Bittrolff Brian Bethel
Paul Moffett Phil McKinley Karen Conger Andy Biehler
Glen Schlensker Dave Pugh Mark Deckard Tim Bishop
Henry Schlensker Eric Virgin Rick Dile Dave Blythe
Bill Heilman Nick Bratcher
Barbara Kerney Dan Brown
Dorothy Moffett Willie Cutrell
Andy Pearce Pat Devault
Don Tepool Linda Gentry
Randy Gentry
Dean Haas
Homer Hale
Rob Hornbrook
Jim Hungate
Tammy Hungate
Rod Meeks
Trudy Moffett
James Pfister
Chris Phelps
Warren Snyder
Donna Thompson

Greg Utley



4 3

kg




